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Bogus ‘charities’ cash in on clothes and money 
collection - Kennedy 

 
 
DUBLIN NORTH Fianna Fáil TD, Michael Kennedy, has urged people who 
are donating their clothes or money to charity to ensure they are dealing with 
legitimate, registered organisations.  
   
Deputy Kennedy said: ”At this time of the year, people tend to clean out their 
houses and give away unwanted clothes or gifts to charity. Of course, they 
need to be careful to give to a well-known and reputable organisation.”  
 
“Bogus charities are being set up to cash in on people's generosity and they 
are pocketing the money and selling on the bags of items they receive.”  
 
Deputy Kennedy cautioned against organisations purporting to be registered 
charities: “With the new Charities Bill, a registry for charities will be 
established and until that time, no such authority exists. Oftentimes, the 
Revenue number is quoted instead and it is easy to obtain one of these.”  
 
“In my area of North Dublin a charity named Second Life is distributing 
collection leaflets advertising its Ukrainian appeal. The leaflet advertises a 
registered charity number and Revenue number, neither of which exist. Nor 
does the mobile phone number quoted.”  
 
Deputy Kennedy has spoken regularly in the Dáil on the forthcoming Charities 
Bill and is Vice-Chairman of the Arts, Sports, Tourism, Community, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs Committee, which has just completed the amendment 
process for the Charities Bill.  
 
“This Bill will allow the public to check online, via a public register, to see if a 
charity is registered with the proposed Charities Regulatory Authority,” said 
Deputy Kennedy.  
 
“For now, I would urge people to resist giving to unknown charities who drop 
leaflets in homes, unless it is a recognisable charity like Goal or Concern. I 
know there is a lure to emptying wardrobes for a “charity”, however in many 
cases a person items just end up being sold for profit in other countries – or 
worse, items are deemed to be sub-standard and illegally dumped.”  
 
Government officials are currently examining ways of clamping down on 
individuals who sell fake Mass cards or organise fake charity clothing 
collections. The forthcoming Bill will for the first time require "non-cash" 
charity collectors to have a permit.  
 
“I have been particularly concerned with the issue of “chuggers”, those who 



collect for charities on our city’s streets and have raised this with Minister 
Carey at committee stage. With my input, I am confident that once the Bill has 
passed, charity collectors will be required to wear identification linking them to 
their registered charity.”  
 
 "I wouldn't like anyone to be deterred from donating to charity. However, I 
would urge people to take extra care when donating money or personal 
belongings to ensure that the charity is registered and the items are going to 
their intended destination," he added. 
 

 


